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HISTORIC NAME OF STRUCTURE (INCLUDE SOURCE FOR NAME} HABS NO,
PHILADELPHIA COUNTY PRISON PA-1097

SECONDARY OR COMMON NAMESOF STRUCTURE

Moyamensing Prison
COMPLETE ADDRESS (DESCRIBE LOCATION FOR RURAL SITES)

1400 S. Tenth St., at SW corner Passyunk Ave. and Reed St.

DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (/INCLUDE SOURCE} ARCHITECT(S) {/NCLUDE SOURCE)
Copnerstone laid April 2, 1832; finished :
1835 : Thomas U. Walter (1804-1884)

SIGNIFICANCE (ARCHITECTURAL AND HISTORICAL, INCLUDE ORIGINAL USE OF STRUCTURE)

One of the first major designs of the great American architect, Thomas U. Walter, FAIA, and
an eaﬂ_y use of the Penns;_zlvania system of solitary confinement for prisoners developed in
Eﬂﬁgﬂ};gdﬁé%]8e%5ﬁsﬁ551W ifgg8e.zar-'ly 19th century. The entire complex and all separate

STYLE (/F APPROPRIATE)
Caste qated style,derived from English Gothic architecture.

MATERIAL OF CONSTRUCTION (INCLUDE STRUCTURAL SYSTEMS)

Front buildings: Quincy granite ashlar with rubble rear wall

wo cell blocks: rubble with granite ashlar trim

~1 SHAPE AND_DIMENSIONS OF STRUCTURE (SKETCHED FLOOR PLANS ON SEPARATE PAGES ARE ACCEPTABLE)
Front buildings: approx. 173' (seventeen-bay front) X 36'; two and three stories

Two cell blocks: each approx. 53' X 380'; three stories with clerestory skylights

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE

The complex consisted of a main block, two flanking wings with extending walls, and two rear

~{prison cell blocks and a separate rear central structure. A central two-story octagonal

battlemented tower occupied the center section of the main block. Two smaller, battlemented
ogtagonal towers occupied the front corners of the wings. (continued on page 2) .
INTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (DESCRIBE FLOOR PLANS, IF NOT SKETCHED) | ) )
Each cell, as originally built: 9' X 13'dimensions; arched opening; oak plank flooring; wooden

door with iron material on the interior side; water closet with hydrant; assorted flues.

'MAJOR ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONSWITH DATES

PRESENT CONDITION AND USE

OTHER INFORMATION AS APPROPRIATE ] _
Original outbuildings of the main complex included kitchen, bake house, laundry and bath-.

house. Two smaller, separate prison buildings were built for the confinement of women and

- : _ tion, Philadelphia County Prison,
| BeBEsrs: WiaD, el hEe padfforeRerate AABS documentation, Fhilade phia oY

l SOURCES OF INFORMATION (INCLUDING LISTING ON NATIONAL REGISTER, STATE REGISTERS, ETC.)

See attached {page 2)

COMPILER, AFFILIATION. DATE

_Susan' McCown, editor, Historic American Buildings Survey . May 2, 1984




PHILADELPHIA COUNTY PRISON
(Moyamensing Prison}
HABS No. PA-1097 (page 2)

EXTERIOR FEATURES OF NOTE (continued from page 1):

There were also two battlemented bastions on the front corners of the
extensions. The complex was further accentuated with two projecting corner
turrets on the main block. Battlemented parapets gave the finishing touches
for the front section of the complex. The windows_.on the front elevation of
the main bhlock had lancet arches.and hood.molds. The main doorways and
otfier openings elsewfiére also had lancet arches.

SOURCES OF INFORMATION (from page 1):

Farly Views:

Lithograph of front elevation of the prison, printed ca. 1839 by
P.S. Duval, in possession of the Historical Society of Pennsylvania.
A photocopy of it s included in the field record.folder for this complex.

| Castner's Disasters, Criminal Prisons, shows two views: "View of Moyamensing
Prison, Philadelphia County, Pa.“and "Moyamensing Prison", a Tithograph
by J.T. Bowen. Publication date of this book not known.
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